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Before settling on the pen name
Mark Twain, Samuel Langhorne
Clemens signed his writings with the
pseudonym ‘Josh’.
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Emraan: Doing
same roles
kills creativity
SHILAJIT MITRA

EMRAAN Hashmi’s upcoming film, Why Cheat India,
delves into the criminal aspects of the Indian education
system. The film is directed
by Soumik Sen and co-produced by Emraan with T-Series and Ellipsis Entertainment. Newcomer Shreya
Dhanwanthary stars as the
female lead.
Excerpts from an interview
with Emraan:
In the last 7-8 years, there’s
been a decided shift from
your earlier image to more
craftier roles in films like
Shanghai, Tigers and now
Why Cheat India...
It has a lot to do with my priorities shifting, also evolving
and changing as an actor and
maturing as a person. As you
go through experiences in
your life, it reflects in
the creative decisions
that you make. That’s
true to what has happened with me. You
can’t just do a certain
kind of cinema
throughout your career. It
seems very repetitive gives no
creative satisfaction. So there
has been a deliberate shift.
What got you hooked to
the subject of Why Cheat
India?
As a student of the system, I
know how bad and ineffective
it has been in my personal
life. When I came out of
school, I did not know what
profession to get into. And
that has mostly been the case
with my friends and people
I’ve spoken to. The school never gives you a clarity of what
your forte might be.
Then there was the whole
thing of rote-mugging, the
disinterested teachers… Not
that there aren’t any qualified
teachers, but generally, because of the pay in our country, a lot of teachers who get

into this profession are not
qualified. Furthermore, I
didn’t know this other aspect
of problems that is plaguing
our system, which is the
cheating mafia. Middlemen
send their own bunch of
scholars to colleges and
schools to give entrance examinations for those undeserving students sitting at
home, who then become doctors and engineers.
How enabling was turning
producer in getting this
project off the ground?
It was, for me, a great step in
the right direction. There
were a couple of films of
mine, where I wasn’t quite
happy. I felt a bit powerless because I was only participating
in a film as an actor. As a producer, you get to see a lot
more than that and you are a
part of an overall decision-making process.
Tell us something
more about your
character in the
film?
My character is
unapologetic about
what he does and has an interesting philosophy of looking at things. He says, ‘Listen,
I am providing an opportunity to these kids, and even
though it is cheating, your
system isn’t helping them either. The system is pressurising these students, while I am
giving them a new avenue
and making money.’ It’s as
simple as that.
You are making your
Netflix debut with Bard of
Blood. Tell us about it?
Bard of Blood is an exciting
project. It’s shaping up well.
We have completed 60-70 % of
it, the last leg of shooting is
left. We will release it sometime in August. Ever since I
watched Breaking Bad, I have
become a big fan of television
and web shows.

NEW FILM

Sushant Rajput
to portray the
role of a soldier
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CREATING ART PIECES
OUT OF STONES

India has woken up to the concept of installation art as it has no
clear definition in terms of space or scale, says Ruchika Grover

R A J K U M A R I S H A R M A TA N K H A

H

perimental lab to create things
in stone. Soon, her sister Shruti
too joined her endeavour and
together they carved sculptures, created murals and established themselves. Unfortunately, her father, a thorough
businessman that he was,
wasn’t much happy with Ruchika customizing her designs. He
wanted to run a manufacturing
unit not a design studio.
“That’s when I launched my
first collection of surfaces. The
year was 2012 and
there has been no
looking back ever
since. By the third

er foray into the field
of fine art was quite
unexpected. Reason:
Whole her life, her father groomed her to
be an entrepreneur.
He even took her to
his business meetings expecting that she’ll join the family
business. But Ruchika Grover
turned out to be an artist, particularly interested in charcoal
sketches and sculptures. “But I
was too much of a daddy’s girl
to disappoint him. While travelling with my father, a stone
merchant, to rock formations
and quarries, I never realized
that I was actually gaining an
understanding of materiality and craftsmanship,”
she says.
Even trained
After completing
artists create
her Masters in Entrepreneurship from
exceptional work
England, she wanted
only when they
to do an MBA from
unlearn everything
Harvard but a few
years of work experithey were taught
ence was a prerequiand find their own
site for that. That’s
voice.
when she started an ex-

collection (in 2015), I was going
all out, spending eight to ten
months designing a whole collection and using that as a basis for customized work on other projects. Every pattern in
the collection could be scaled
differently and interpreted as a
lattice, a mural, or a sculpture,” she informs.
Her work earned national
and international acclaim: Elle
Deco Inter national Design
Award (2015), and a spot on the
shortlist of Surface Design
Awards, London (2016).
“India too has woken up to
the concept of installation
art as installation art has
no clear definition in
terms of space or scale,
which makes it interpretable to anything in
any manner,” she says.
Ruchika makes
her art works on
digitally manufactured stone surfaces. She be gins

Notice to makers of Sridevi Bungalow
E X P R E S S F E AT U R E S

As a student of the
system, I know how bad
and ineffective it has
been in my personal life.
When I came out of
school, I did not know
what profession to get
into. And that has
mostly been the case
with my friends
and people I’ve
spoken to.

BOLLYWOOD producer Boney
Kapoor has sent a legal notice
to the makers of Malayalam actor Priya Prakash Varrier’s debut Bollywood film, Sridevi
Bungalow. In the trailer of the
film, which was released recently, Varrier is seen portraying a lonely female actor who
meets her demise in a bathtub.
The trailer has sparked controversy for mirroring the circumstances of Sridevi’s death
in a Dubai hotel room in February last year.
The makers of Sridevi Bungalow, however, refuse to accept or deny if the life is based
on real events. “Whether the
film is related to Sridevi ji or
not is up to the audience
to decide,” Varrier
said at the trailer
launch of the film,
adding, “Yes, I am
playing a character
named Sridevi in the
film, who is an
actress.”

butted in and tried to show off.
‘Like I was saying, Dido is so
musically gifted. When my son
plays Chopin’s nocturnes, she
just has to join in. We’re thinking they should have their own
YouTube channel: Dido and
Dan’. ‘Dido and Dodo?’ ‘Dido
and Dan!’ Dido’s mother snarls,
before marching her child to
the gates of the park.
Hipster Suki enters with her
father. ‘How was your weekend? Ours was so serene! We
were at a special yoga retreat.’
Whispers Suki’s father. Vasu’s
mother rolls her eyes and then
says it was a mild seizure. She
tries to get Vasu to leave, but he
is now growling at his own
shadow. ‘Look! Suki learned
downward dog at the retreat!
Get it? Downward DOG?’
Vasu’s mother wishes a real
seizure would take hold of her

MOTHERSHIP

MENAKA RAMAN
@menakaraman
The writer’s philosophy is:
if there’s no blood, don’t call me

Hilariously
funny
Phones buzz and the grown-ups
reach into their pockets. It’s the
Paws ‘R’ Us WhatsApp group.
Titus’s Dad: Titus completed a
five-km run today in 42 minutes!
Download K-9 fitness and training
app now and share your pup’s
fitness journey.

Ruchika makes her art works
on digitally manufactured stone
surface. She begins with sketches,
which are then converted into an
AutoCAD drawing. Next, a 3D
model is generated, and then
the stone is carved using
robotics and finished by
skilled hand craftsmen.

with sketches, which are then
converted into an AutoCAD
drawing. Next, a 3D model is
generated, and then the stone is
carved using robotics and finished by skilled hand
craftsmen.
“This way we are able to
achieve intricacies and textures which are difficult to
achieve by hand in a fraction of
the time,” she says.
So much understanding of
art without any formal education in art seems mind-boggling. Point it out, and she says,
“Even trained artists create
exceptional work only when
they unlear n everything
they were taught and find their
own voice.”

NEW MOBILE APP

Your pocket guide
to holistic health
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We received a legal notice from Boney Kapoor two weeks back. He
asked us to not use Sridevi’s name anywhere in the film. Our reply to
him was that Sridevi is a common name across India.
Prasanth Mambully

Sridevi Bungalow is directed
by Prasanth Mambully. The
film is produced by MN Pimple,
Chandrasekhar SK and Roman
Gilbert of Aarat Entertainment and co-produced by Rajan
Gupta and Manish Nair.
Accepting that they have indeed got the legal notice sent by
Boney Kapoor, Director Prasanth Mambully said, “We re-

ceived a legal notice from
Boney Kapoor two weeks back.
He asked us to not use Sridevi’s
name anywhere in the film.
Our reply to him was that
Sridevi is a common name
across India and that’s why we
have used it. There has been no
further communication. I will
face whatever controversy that
comes my way regarding this.”

DOG OWNERS ARE MORE STUPID THAN DOGS!
VASU! Vasuuu! Show Dido’s
mommy how you can count to
ten.’ Vasu is not interested in
showing off his mathematical
prowess. Vasu would much
rather sniff Dido’s butt. Vasu’s
mommy looks distressed by
this lack of interest but she is
not one to give up. ‘Oooooone.
Twoooooo. Threeeeee. Come
on! Who’s a good boy now?
Count for Mommy!’ Vasu, blissfully unaware of the shame he
is subjecting his mother to, is
now chasing his own tail and
barking at it. Vasu’s mother
makes a last-ditch attempt to
redeem Vasu. ‘You know, he can
count to 10. My husband thinks
we should change his name to
Ramanujam.’
Dido’s mother ignores this
poor attempt at a joke and picks
up the threads of their conversation before Vasu’s mother

The long and the
short of it

brain but instead nods and
makes the mandatory cooing
noises. From across the street,
Phoebe and her mother walk by
and the latter waves. ‘We’d love
to come in! But all those ticks in
there. Phoebe can’t afford to
miss her enrichment classes.’
Phoebe’s mother trills. Vasu
and Suki are eyed by each other’s parents wearily. Phones
buzz and the grown-ups reach
into their pockets. It’s the Paws
‘R’ Us WhatsApp group. Titus’s
Dad: Titus completed a five-km
run today in 42 minutes! Download K-9 fitness and training
app now and share your pup’s
fitness journey.
Snowy the Lab: Wow! Suki’s
dad is tempted to type Show off,
but instead snorts and types
Wow! ‘So annoying right?’
Asks Vasu’s mother as she
types in ‘Fit doggies unite!’. ‘I

swear. So what, their dog can
run 5km. Can Titus do an unsupported handstand?’ ‘Of
course he can’t. Can he count
to ten? And identify prime
numbers? No!’ ‘Vasu can identify prime numbers?’ ‘He barks
whenever we say three, five
and seven.’ Suki’s father rolls
his eyes and says it’s a facial
tic. “I don’t know what they’re
trying to prove. They should
just let their dogs be dogs,” he
says. Vasu’s mother agrees.
Vasu is now eating Suki’s poo.
‘Vasu! Vasu! Time to go now.
Maths class. Say bye to Suki.
Byeeee Sukiiiii.’ Suki and her
father are now alone in the
park. A cat enters.
‘Look Sukiii. A
caaaat. Cat! Cat! Cat!’
Cat: Dog owners are
definitely more stupid than dogs.

FOLLOWING the success of
his latest release, Kedarnath, actor Sushant Singh
Rajput will be portraying
the role of a soldier in the
upcoming film, Rifleman.
The action-based project is
bankrolled by Abundantia
Entertainment in association with Pooja Films. The
first-look poster of the film
was unveiled on occasion of
Army Day on January 15.
“Rifleman is our next film.
We haven’t yet finalised the
director. The film will definitely go on floors this year.
The casting process is on,” a
source close to the production house told us.
Sushant Singh Rajput has
a packed line-up for 2019. His
upcoming release is Sonchiriya, a Chambal-set dacoit drama directed by Abhishek Chaubey. The film is
slated for release on Feburary 8. He will also been
seen in Mukesh Chhabra’s
Kizie Aur Manny and Tarun
Mansukani’s Drive.
He started his career with
television serials, including
an award-winning performance in the soap opera
Pavitra Rishta (2009–2011).
He then entered Bollywood,
playing one of the three
male leads in Kai Po Che!
(2013), and has not looked
back ever since.

BAD eating habits, stress at
the work place, lack of sleep
and nutritional deficiencies
are the root cause of diseases
such as diabetes, heart problems and hypertension. In
fact, these diseases are considered to be the highest
cause of deaths in India.
Keeping all this in
mind, Healthpreneur
and wellness expert
Sunjay Ghai has come
up with multi-feature
mobile application,
Revofit, which promises to be a one-stop
shop for keeping you
healthy and fit.
Revofit is an ultimate destination for preventive health
and fitness.
A pocket guide with multiple avenues of engagement,
the app provides customized
support across five categories
viz plan, move, eat, shop and
chat. Not only can you enjoy
its many novel features, but
you can also connect with
competent professionals for
real-time tips and advice. Plan Right begins with an adviPlan Right
sory service
begins with
driven by a team
an advisory
of nutritionists,
service by a
who, using AI
team.
c re at e u n i q u e
eating plans designed specifically for users
at a very individual level.
This is tracked
within the
app to ens u r e

that the user is following the
recommendations.
Move Right section is based
on a trainer, who is shot on
HD video. It uses a complex
algorithm to create unique
workouts, which keeps evolving according to user inputs
and progress, just like a human personal trainer. For the
walking enthusiasts, a walk/
run feature uses a
voice coach to motivate and guide users
through walks and
runs.
Eat Right is content
driven, it primarily
has recipes by master
chefs like Vicky Ratnani, who dispel the
myth that eating healthy is
boring and bland.
Revofit also has a shopping
section of curated brands
based on nutrition and vitamins, aimed at offering the
best products at the best price s. “ Revo f i t o f f e r s a
completely dynamic experience that adapts to each individual according to data collected via user interactions;
workouts, diets, and preferences are curated according
to their inputs, and they
pro g ress accordingly.
This algorithm sets us
apart from
other fitMove
ness apps,”
Right is based
said Sunon a trainer who
jay Ghai,
is shot on
C E O ,
HD video.
Revofit.
Eat Right
is content
driven and
contains
recipes.

